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By C. MERVYN MAXWELL 
Department of Church History, Andrews University, 
Berrien Springs, Michigan insight 
Q. I want to congratulate you 
for your stand (May-June, 1970) 
in favor of conscientious objec-
tors' serving as medics rather 
than staying out of the Army al-
together. What greater service 
could a young serviceman do for 
his country and his God than to 
go onto a field of battle armed 
with a medical kit and render 
aid to his wounded fellow men 
under fire? I am sure many lives 
have been saved by the quick 
and fearless—yes, courageous—
Seventh-day Adventist youth 
medics. To them go much glory! 
They don't take lives, they save 
them. [Arizona] 
You don't get the point at all! 
War is a dehumanizing institu-
tion. Young men ought to stay 
out of war altogether, at any 
cost to themselves! [California] 
A. "Jesus of Nazareth . . . went 
about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the 
devil" (Acts 10:38). 
Q. The idea that persecution or 
other harassment and interfer-
ence would follow acceptance 
of Government funds by a 
church-related college is pure 
fiction. Other countries provide 
aid to church-related schools 
and they don't have any inquisi-
tion yet! When people years ago 
feared that a certain action by 
the Government might lead to 
a destruction of their liberties, 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes 
stated, "Not while this court 
sits." I believe that as long as we 
have the United States Supreme 
Court parochiaid isn't going to 
lead to an establishment of reli-
gion, nor to persecution of any 
kind. 
A. As you no doubt are aware, 
dangers often exist in disguise. 
The immediate danger to reli-
gion that many of us fear from 
parochiaid is not "too much" 
religion (which might lead to 
the persecution of dissenting 
minorities), but "too little." The 
famous Horace Mann decision in 
Maryland, which stipulated that 
clearly confessional church-op-
erated institutions might not 
receive Government funds, led 
at once to the reorganization of 
some two score colleges and 
universities on a basis inde-
pendent from their supporting 
churches. Secularization is a real 
danger at the present time. And 
so, we may add, is the rise of 
anti-clericalism. Any church that 
asks for Government money has 
only itself to blame if the citi-
zenry object. Some of the 
comments made by citizens in 
recent parochiaid campaigns 
forebode increasing hostility 
against the Catholic hierarchy. 
Both secularism and anti-cleri-
calism militate against religion 
as much as "persecution," and 
sometimes much more so. 
Q. My favorite argument in fa-
vor of parochiaid is the healthy 
competition it would stimulate. 
When our lazy public school 
officials find the nation's young-
sters can suddenly afford to at-
tend a different school, they will 
have to do something about up-
grading the quality of public 
education. 
A. In some instances I can fore-
see your hope being fulfilled. 
On the other hand, are not pub-
lic schools almost everywhere 
strapped at the present time for 
lack of adequate funds? In my 
home State of Michigan several 
school districts are borrowing 
money even for day-to-day op-
erating. If the Government 
should use for parochial schools 
funds that would otherwise have 
gone to public schools, how will 
this help the public schools 
"compete better"? 
Q. Since in your column you 
like to present Bible solutions to 
world problems, let me suggest 
one from the Bible on the popu-
lation explosion. Genesis 2 ob-
viously forbids all sex relations. 
Why doesn't LIBERTY preach 
that as the solution? 
Of course, you'll have to ad-
mit that this prohibition poses 
some difficulties of its own in 
the face of the conformation of 
the bodies of the first man and 
woman! Personally, of course, I 
think, the whole account in the 
Bible is made up. 
A. A lot of poorly informed 
people have thought that God's 
prohibition against eating the 
fruit of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil was a 
prohibition against sex, but this 
is impossible! The same God 
who forbade people to eat of 
that tree, also, when He first 
created them, told them to be 
fruitful and multiply and re-
plenish the earth (Genesis 1:28). 
If you can think of a way that 
people could replenish the 
earth without sex please let me 
know. It must be very interest-
ing! 
Q. I read that another Catholic 
diocese has decided to give 
worshipers permission to attend 
mass on Saturdays in order to 
fulfill their regular Sunday obli-
gation. It is one more evidence 
that the Roman Catholic Church 
and the Seventh-day Adventists 
are resolving their differences 
regarding their day of worship. 
As this trend continues I fear 
that we who hold that Sunday is 
the day of worship will suffer 
persecution. 
A. You must be kidding! 
But if you have any inside in-
formation on top-secret confer-
ences between Adventists and 
Catholics, do let me know! 
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Seriously, Adventists are 
happy to have people worship 
on every day of the week. We 
often meet on Sundays, as on 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 
every other day of the week. 
Sabbath is a special day not be-
cause we meet on that day, but 
because the entire day is in a 
special sense "holy time." 
Since we believe that no one 
can keep the Sabbath holy who 
is not seeking holiness, we 
could not possibly attempt to 
impose Sabbathkeeping by leg-
islation. Sundaykeepers who 
believe that Sunday is "kept" 
when a man merely abstains 
from work on that day and at-
tends church for an hour or two, 
could conceivably—and in 
practice sometimes actually do 
—attempt from time to time to 
impose such Sundaykeeping by 
legislation. But how could we 
compel Sabbathkeeping? Can a 
person be compelled to love 
Jesus and want to be like Him? 
Of course not, as you would be 
the first to agree. 
To attempt to enforce Sab-
bathkeeping would be to de-
stroy the day. 
Q. I am sending you a copy of 
the February 15 edition of CON-
TEXT, a periodical about cur- 
rent religious publications 
edited by a professor of church 
history at the University of Chi-
cago. One paragraph makes 
fun of one of the answers in 
your "Insight" column. Since it 
k evident that you were endeav-
oring to give your questioner a 
serious answer to what he con-
sidered to be a serious question, 
I am disappointed in the profes-
sor's attitude. Still, his comment 
is quite witty. I don't know 
whether to laugh or cry. 
A. When I was earning my 
doctorate at the University of 
Chicago I came to recognize  
two kinds of "liberals," the true 
liberal who is genuinely broad-
minded and sincerely respects 
another person's point of view, 
and the doctrinaire liberal who 
believes that "liberalism"—that 
is, a particular point of view 
labeled "liberalism"—is the 
only intelligent option for an 
educated man. The true liberal 
adopts Christ's maxim, "Judge 
not that ye be not judged"; the 
"nonliberal," however, can be 
as judgmental and exclusive as 
the caricatured fundamentalist 
whom he endeavors to oppose. 
In my opinion this editor falls 
somewhere between these two 
camps. Urbane, pleasant to 
meet, and widely read, he none-
theless finds it difficult to min-
gle with people who believe 
the Bible the way it reads. I 
believe that one of these days, 
when he has time to look into 
Seventh-day Adventism, he will 
have a higher regard for it. 
Q. Can we be called Christian 
if we don't use all the New Tes-
tament Bible? 
A. The term Christian was first 
coined to describe the ordinary 
members of the first Christian 
congregation in Antioch, Syria 
(Acts 11:26), and the ordinary 
Christians of New Testament 
times were far from perfect. 
Read 1 Corinthians sometime 
and see how much the church 
members of those days were, 
alas, like us Christians today. 
A Christian is basically a per-
son who "believers] in the Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Acts 16:31), or, 
more specifically, a person who 
has "the faith of Jesus" and 
"keep[s] the commandments of 
God" (Revelation 14:12). "By 
this all men will know that you 
are my disciples," said Jesus, "if 
you have love for one another," 
—and, "If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments" (John  
13:35; 14:15, R.S.V.). So it is not 
so much perfection in theology 
as a confident trust that leads a 
man to obey God, which marks 
a man a Christian. 
Q. As far as keeping the Sab-
bath day holy, I thoroughly 
agree with you. However, would 
you please designate in what 
scripture of the Bible you find 
that Saturday is called upon to 
be the Sabbath? 
A. The Ten Commandments 
say that "The seventh day is 
the sabbath of the Lord thy 
God" (Exodus 20:8-11), and 
Jesus promised that He would 
never change the law until the 
heavens pass away (Matthew 
5:17, 18). 
The Bible calls God's holy day 
by the terms "sabbath," and 
"seventh day." It nowhere calls 
it "Saturday" for the reason that 
our names for the days of the 
week arose in pagan cultures 
and were not used by the Jewish 
Bible writers. 
However, that the Sabbath of 
the Bible coincides with our 
Saturday is shown— 
a. From references in several 
ancient historians (600 B.C. to 
A.D. 200) who tell of battles 
fought against the Jews on "the 
day of Saturn" in the knowledge 
that the Jews would not fight 
back so vigorously on that day 
because it was a day of rest for 
them. 
b. From references in early 
Christian writers such as Justin 
Martyr (second century A.D.), 
who specifically states in his 
APOLOGY that Jesus died be-
fore Saturday (our Friday) and 
arose on the day after Saturday 
(our Sunday). 
c. From the customs of the 
Jews, who have maintained for 
thousands of years an unbroken 
tradition of keeping the Sabbath 
on Saturday. 
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